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l^SUS, WAS., A, B. STEIN, \kRS. WILLUR FAULKNER-VICTIM-Ex: 

RE au TELEPHONE CALL THIS DA|£ IN WHICH ASSISTANT TO THE riRECT.® 

L.a, NICHOLS REQUESTED HR, DONALD KLOPFER, RANDOM HOUSE sl CON- 

TACTED TO SECURE INrORPlATION OF A VIOLATION WITHINC THE i-RrA;;-S^ 
JURISDICTION, MR, DONALD KLOPFER, PUBLISHER, RANDOM HOUSE INC., ADVISED 
THAT MR SAX COMMINE^ EDITOR AND ASSOCIATE OF WILLIAM FAIKNER FICEIVED 
A LETTER FROM FAULKNER WHO RESIDES OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI, TO THE ETFECT 
THAT MRS, FAULKNER HAD RECEIVED FOUR TELEPHONE CALLS ALli:EDLT FROM ONE 
A.3. STEIN IK NY, THE FIRST OF WHICH WAS RECEIVED ON ZIEVES T.ENTY 
^ NINE riPTYSIX, IN THIS CALL SUBJECT SAID THAT FOR FIVE KUNtFID DOLLARS 
V KE COULD TELL HER SOMETHING A30UT A MISS STEIN AND HER H'JSiAVI, 

\ SINCE THE FIRST CALL MRS. FAULKNER HAS RECEIVED THREE ACDITICNM CALLS 
\ 

V the LAST OF WHICH WAS RECEIVED ON ONE TWENTY TWO INSTANT, SloSTANCE C7 
, LAST THREE CALLS NOT KNOWN, MR. KLOPFER FURTHER ADVISED MICE STEIN 
''‘0“ MENTIONED IN TELEPHONE CALL IS JEAN STEIN, TWO SUTTON PLACE SOUTH, 




\nyc, a personal friend or faulkner and this fact is kncwn t: krs, 

FAULKNER, MEMPHIS REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW BOTH MR, AN: MRS, FAULKNER 
FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION TO DETERMll^E IF TELEPHONE CA.IS CC-E 
WITHIN JURISDICTION OF THIS flURlAUJ AND WHETHER OR NCT CALLS WERE 
PREPAID OR COLLECT IN ORDER THAT.REtOMS OF NY TELEPHONE CCMPANY BE 
OfECKED, SU TEL »ESUlg£,28 ! | 
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WILLIAM FALLkNER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

DonaldfKlopfer of Random House called. He stated that 
WUltajn Faulkner has written him a lengthy letter regarding aj: individual 
In New York who is making long distance C 4 lis to his wife in Oxford, Mississippi, 
using the names Guernsey^mith and A. E. jSteui. 



The essence of the calls are that for $500 the caller will furnish 
Mrs. Faulkner information regarding a relationship between William Faulkner 
and Miss Jean^tein. Klopfer stated that Jean Stein, age 22, is the daughter of 
Jules Stein of the Music Corporation of America; that Jean Stein Is a family friend^ 
that when Faulkner comes to New York by himself he frequently dines with 
Miss Stein; and that this is a fact well known to Mrs. Faulkner. Faulkner 
apparently Is annoyed by the calls and tt)pfer w’ondered 1 / this was not a matter 
which was a violation of a federal law. 

The Blackmail Section of the Extortion Act is handled by the 
Post Office Department when the .nails are used. If, however, long distance x ; 

calls are used, this is a matter handled by the Bureau aj'id ordinarily U.S. ' ^ 

Attorneys do not prosecute in such cases where there is just a threat to blackmalL ** 
After discussing the matter witJi Mr. Boardman, I told the New York Office to have 
an agent contact Klopfer, secure the letter, and if there are enough facts in the 
letter to present to the L.S. Attorney, the traditional facts are we can Interview 
William Faulkner and then present it to a U.S. Attorney. WUllam Faulkner is 
one of the foremost authors of the day. He at one time had a brother in our service. 
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• tk.'-ii; t'> « 1- r*r.T«i Mor* i.<t i(<m r-».i<./kTt',^ iiTr^rtM 

• *t • n« ■'tiviv, -»■>• »AwU»n rnub'\'iun| 

EXT-r.TION. ■'iY III iNSTArCT. J'KS. VltLlAM 

OXrUft’', STAI'-S rj.-isr TiLErilOML Ca^L RECCI'JLn 

FhO** *.'Y CN TWENTYNlNt LAST FhO'' PERSON NA-^E A, b. ^ 

STvlS, STATlsr Kt WAS NO RELATION TO JEAN STEIN, bliV HAD SOrETHINC 

OP in:*.k£St POh «fts. paulkneh coNZEKNiNf paulkner and miss 

- t . 

ST-,IN WHICH ,CU..D t>l lOKTM TUI ^U^Dnlh DOi.LARS TO HER, MRS. 
FAOVKNE/t TO;.’- CALLEk SHE WAS FA*-lk.Ui\ WITH ASSOCIATION HER HUSoAND 
AND •'I5S ST-.Ii. SECO-J^ <Ca,_l hZCil'J^t AdO'JT PEC. SIXTEEN, FIFfYSIX, 
A.»D -HS. FaiJL<NEK HMN^ J( iFfEP. STEIN IDENTlFIEn HIHSElF, THlkD 
CAuL RECEIVED AtO'JT JAN. TH.ir.E, rirfYSLYEN, WHEN STEIN STATED HE 

L* ' C ^rstk!r* Ta r* rz^rtsr rn ^ r'VT“rvo?> • t m 

>w^«* AW r^wrxa'-'' ^ w ^ IW wr. rwn.’| 4 V 

SEE MRS. PAUtfCNtii, PoUrtH CAtL RECEIVED FROM A GUERNSEY SmITH’FH" 

INCJIRINS IF MRS, Faulkner planned to acco^’Pany huSoANP to vucinia 

IN FUTURE. NO “ENTION MADE OF STEIN AND MRS. FAULKNER NOT POSITIVE 
WAS SAME PERSON USINC NAME STEIN, LAST CALL RECEIVED FOUR THIRTY 
P^, JAN. TWENTYiWO, FlFfYSEVEN, FkOM STEIN AND *'RS, FAULKNER 
refused TO TALK TO STEIN, ALL CALLS PREPAID A^D MADE APPRtjflMATELT 
ISD PATE ONE 
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FAr£ TWO 

FOJn THIRTY FY EACH OCCASION, KR. FAULKNER IS OF OPINION CALLtR 
PCSSIdLY a yoU'jr WHITER HE HAS OFFENOED IN SOME MANNER, AN? 
STATES A* b, STEIN UNKNOWN TO HIM, STATES HE AND MISS JEAN STEIN 

ARE Close friends and ha^te mutual interests in tv, radio, and 
literary matters, bOTH STATE NO THREATS MADE, USA THOMAS R, 
ETHkIDTE, oxford, miss,, STATES FROM AVAILABLE FACTS DOES NOT 
BELIEVE A VIOLATION OF EXTORTION STATUTE EXISTS, SINCE NO DEMAND 
FOR MONEY MADE AND CALLER APPARENTLY ATTEMPTING TO "SELL* INFO 

TO MRS. Faulkner, report follows. 
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’ '^SKSDfciH SUBJECT, was, 

/' ,y. S.' STEIN, GUE RNSEY (phonetic) 

' I ‘ 

V VILLIAK FAULKNER - VICTIM 


ROBIN 0. CCTTEN 

CHARA^JTlJi or CAft 
- EXTORTION 


KEN 


■V'4"''\iLLIAK FAULKNER, Oxford, Misslsalppl, states five telephone cells re- .. 
celved from New York frorr. 11/29/36 to 1/22/57, four being fr^ lnd * . J ^ 

-'••'t^fylAg hlr.self as A. B. STEIN anu one from person J 

8-“cUEHK 3EY (phonetic) SKITH. STEIN adviseo he was no relation to Risa f/. | 

■' JZAK STEIN but had eomethlng of interest for Mrs. l i 

• Kr. FAULKNER and Klsa JEAN STEIN, which would be worth her. NoJ 

th*'^at£ r.soe enc no oerasnas made for money by STEIN or SMITH, Ml calls 
ire-pfcli end tr.fede at approximately **:30 P. M. on each occasion, Mr. 

WILLIAM FAULKNER is of opinion caller possibly a young writer ^ ha; 


WILLIAM FAULKNER is of opinion caller possioxy a young ^ . 

fended in soc.e manner and states A, B. STEIN unknown to him. States be an- 
M'BS JEAN STEIN are clone friends, having mutual interest in radio, tear 
ion and literary matters. USA, Oxford, Mississippi, states fro« ava.lab.e 
fflcta, does not believe violation of Extortion Statute exists* 
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AT OXFORD, KISSISSIPIT 

The following anvestigat; on was conducted by SA»S BON H* 
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KcELRZATH end BOBIW 0. GOTTEN: 

Krs. ESTELLE PAULKXER advised on January 29, 19^7, that the 
had received a person to person long distance telephone call fro- 
Kew York on Kover.ter 29, 19^6 frocc a ean who identified himself to 
her te A, B. STEIN. Rre, FAULK.NEH advised that STEIN, after iden- 
tifying hlo.self, stated that he was no relationship to F.lss JEAN 
STEIN of New York and that he had soTethlng of interest for her 
concerning her husband and Niss JEAN STEIN. She ccntlnued that 
STEIN hac stated to her that this Inforaatlcn would be worth 
fpoo.oo to her, • 

Nrs. FAtTLKJ.TIP advised that at this point she became angry 
and advised STEIN that she was not interested In this information 
arc farther that she was well acquainted with the association 
between her husband, Mr, WILLIAM FAULKNER, and Kiss JEAN STEIN, 

Kte. PAULjj^ER advised that STEIN at that tine appeared to be 
Surprised at her statement and at this point the conversation 
was terminated and STilN hung up. She advised that her husband 
was out of town at this time. 


Krs. FAULKNER advised that the individual calling sounded 
like an educated person and possibly a young m^n. She stated that 
he definitely had a Kew Elngiand accent, Krs, PAULKl^ER aavlsed 
that she received a second call from STEIN about December 16, 19r^; 
and that after she learned the identity of the caller, she stated 
that she had nothing to discuss with him, at wnlch time ahe termi- 
nated the conversation and hung up. She advised that she received 
a third call about January 3, 1967, at which time STEIN stated that 
he planned to go to Flcrlda In February of 1957 and that his 
plans were to atop In Oxford and discuss the natter further with 
her. She recalled that STEIN, at that time, stated he understood 
that Mrs. FAULKKSi would be in Kew York during February ahd 
that he would have an opportunity to talk with her more in detail. 
She advised that ahe again told STEIN ahe waa not interested in 
any information which he had to offer. 


Mrs. PADLKXER advised ahe received the fourth call about 
JanuazT^ 10, 1957, fpon an individual identifying hlrself as 
GUERNSEY (phonetic) SMITH, at which time SMITH inquired whether 
or pot she planned to go to Virginia with Mr. FAULKNER in the 
near future, Mrs, FAULKNER advised that the proposed trip of htr 
husband had already been publicly announced. She could not deter, 
from talking with 0UE\>\5EY SMITH whether he wae identical with 
the person who had previously called and furnished his name aa 
A, B, STEIN, She did etate, rhovever, that SMITH did not refer 
to JEAK STEIN or to a^ matter previouaijr diacusaed with her 

. 9 316S6.- "i 

PAIT'T.'ER advised that ahe received the fifth cti: 
o., £1, 1957, at A:30 P. R. from A. B. STEIN, at which 

. VO tw.i; him. Kra. PAULUCER advlied that 
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tr^eats of any sort were oeoe at any tia.e and that no demands were 
aaae for any money. She sdTlsed that she gathered fro® all of the 
sorversutlons that the caller was attempting to “sell her** aore 
Ir.fontatlon. She advised that she Is not acquainted with A, S« 
pTSIK and le not personally acquainted with Mias J£AN STEIN but 
r.as heard her husband speak of Kiss STSIK on many occasions, 
fc-s. PAULja^lR advised that all calls received by her were pre- 
paid and were a^de at approximately 4:30 P. K. on each occasion. 

Kr. Vn.LIAK FAtJLKKER advised on January 29. 1957, that he 
Is not acquainted with an A, B, STEIN or a GUERNSEY SMITH but stetti 
tnat he la a close personal friend of Miss JEAN STEIK of New York and 
thet he end Miss STEIN have mutual Interests in television, radio, 
and literary matters end that through Miss STEIN he has made many 
writer contacts in New York City. He stated he Is of the opinion thtt 
the Individual representing himself as A, B, STEIN la possibly a 
yo’jrg writer whom he has offended In some manner in the past. He 
advised that he does not feel STEIN is attempting to extort mor.e> 
from his wife by these anonymous calls. 



Or January 29, 1957, U. S. Attoi-ney THOMAS R. ETHRJDCE 
advised that from the available facts he does not believe a viola- 
tion of the Extortion Statute exists since no demand was wuide for 
coney and the caller was apparently attempting to "sell" inf orcut 
to Mrs. FAULKNER. 


Mrs. PAULiUiEF. ir described as followe, from pcrscHial obsefTatlc. 
end Interview; 

Name ESTELLE OLDHAM FAULKNER 

Born 2/19/1897 • ' 

Birthplace Bonham, Texas 

Height 5*^" 

Height 110 pounds 

Hair Cray 

Eyes Blue 

Complexion Fair t 

Scars Small pit scar, left side of face 

Peculiarities Wears extremely thick glasses 
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REFERENCE: Teletype from New York to Merphle 1/28/57 

Teletype fro® Neophie to the Bureau and New York l/ 3 C/^i 
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r€rutit«d ir. ir'iTi.h, i.^raor loute 

.rccr^crt ltd, te contocLto vo lec re 3r.forr».ilon of 
P violation wit* In the I-^rert*e Jtrli d Irtlcn. 

It, KIviFL:, iw-bllther, i<andoe 

‘cLfe incorpcreted, idvlffcd on Jen *ry 19^7, th^t 

*ra itorlMe ci* ullia/ 

/ lnk>, receivtd r- letter 1 ror L‘V.R who 

refl er ir. Oxford, MirJfflcpS, tr the el *ect Vhrt 

ini ^ received fcjr Ideo'or.e celle, 

ellei edly free one A . » . :;}]>; ip, vew .or^, thd 

r.rft of ttlch v«f received or !o\trtcr «c, lotfc, 

I".! 

ethUrf teler^onc c» . , tl e u^Vnown 

*ttject Mid Uet for J f.ro U- mid te 1 her 

ccerd n. to . r. C.;.lij, rlnc* Ue fJrM call 

v*;\' = t'r.e eddltlor.el cslla, 

t. e 1 ?t of w ^ch wr,. v^-d c' Jer.i.ery <0, 19J,7, 

♦ 

- l.r* C'' I 'K! riRtfcd i' - 1 the t-bet»T.ce 
cr lie l«^ft thr<( c l f lere r.ct hr.own tc lli , 

MCFF h ftrtfer dv5red th'‘t the 
J vht ulephrne ce 1, If 
I « J ti.or. I'Uct iovty, I ew York City, 

» pcrfon.l friend of r' L Ult, i»nQ tM» feet !• 
known to k r< . ^e 

•-..n nr^ teletype ceved Jaru8r> ch, 19‘7, the . . 

.epjMf Office VI reovefted tc Irtervlew both 
yr, end In, KAiLhNhh for ccrpleie Inforrsilon to 
deterxi'e if Ue telephone crllr c ee within the 
.trlfdlctlon of l> it Eeireat, tr.d whether cr not the 
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vere prepaid or collect In ?rdtr ti-at the records ' 

* Jev o^^ lelecJone Corpf-r.v he checked. By 
lOetyie d^vei ’C, 1^5?/ the JerphU Office > 

« = % jed tv.t >rr. viTiin ' U r V-R . ^ord , J if t is e Ippl^ .. 
ftf^ed th«it € flrit tele ^ one calt • rece Ived frorr. 
ev ^crV or. -cverber l^f-O, frw e p^^£C■n flvlng 
t r.fir e A. h , :;EN, pointing o.t t'nt>e vef no ^ 

r«->ilDr. to or**' ririK, tut h^c forethln. of Inierest ' ; 

A cr ? r.‘ • , concernin.- i r* P<eur?>R » r.d llfg 

f:L:v vMc'- VC -Id be vortl i'5'CO.CO to her. J ri . 

K’ tolc: t’e caller f‘c vm w1 1 »- the 

liffocl^iion cf * er bv:t«nr enc Mte JliiN* ^ 

Acrordinr to I rr . the lecor.i cell ■) - 

v£« receivea et out *^ec*>afcer It, IVit, e-.d hn. ef- 

P *:-c: : Ice.rtlflec hlp.reir. /ccordlr.t, to 

4 :f . r' Lv!'-h, the li iro c*'ll w*: receives ebo t 

* 7 2t l^i?, wtf! L>e cnllrr flexes tMt he K*.f ^olng ' 
to .-'Icrlce, pne vc ul- ccr.« lo .xforj, MsflFSlppl tn 
.-t.r rr to ref frr . L:.>: K. . n . r i LI ‘ : K firU er 

ecvlftd t/st the fc rih e* 11 received by her wae irot. 
'j'kJx'i:/, :;ii: {i*-cr.<-ilc) ir.stlrinf il' hrr. h'AlLh.NlJt ^ 
p.^^nrta to ec crp'rv v.er hustanc to Vlrglnie In the ^ . 
n» ar future. I rr . lAlLh:..**. oclrtt^d c-t that the lect 
call fhe received vet pi 1^:30 ?.p. on Jeniarj- Z 2 , v 

1957, :ror i iKi.V, end / rf . i’.ULhr .Ji refufee to talk 

* ftated that all the celli vere prepaid. ^ 

and r»^e et aooroxipaicly h :30 p.r.. on each occtrlon. •; 

^ I . , 

Both hr. ard > ri . I'^'UNIR ^dvlivd that i' 

no Ureeti Vi. rr cade d rlnp *ny of the telephone 
calif* .i ♦ -? •• 

_ \ ' .-I. 

ihe factf of thlf c^ie vere prcter.ted to 
iT.Ued ftatet ttlomey ThO^^ A. LT’RIDGE on January B9, . 
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March 12, 

WILLI^H^AULKIir:!- 
Born: f^optenber Pit, 

New Albany, KisslGr.ippI 

Ho Investigation portinont to your Inou-'rv "'** 
conducted by the F5X concerning tho caotlonei 
indlvld^l However, tho files of thl^ Bm^eoa rofl-c 
the following information which may roi'itc to th- 
of your name check request. 3 ^ 

A confidential Informcnt -who hor :‘ut ' 

reliable Information in ths past oivi.-c in c:T ’ 

■ Civil Rights Congress. hoQfJqusrters la ' ■ 

their pleasure v:lth the -aor ' ' ’ ’ 
cooi^ttee of women which Included tho -:-ocor^nr>' c 
statement from William Faulkner, Nobel 

behalf of Willie KeCeo. It is to °^rc ^ 

McGee was convicted of rapiu;^ l r'o.ior; ■ n Lr • • 
in 1945 and oentencer: to dioT l.'umJro' .-'r' 
the last of which vxas to the United r-- 

i95l» at wlilch time the full 

refused to review tho caso. IlcOeo \:as e.rbeut^. Ir r- . . 

(6l-101ij9-.iF6l p5 inft T_' 591) 

. Civil Rights Congress h-'s do-ii r_ 

by the Attorney General of the United tnt-s 
to Bjceoutlve Order I 0450 . ' ' ^ 

The foregoing Infornrtion ir. ur-rh-rh-c? to -- 0 ' - 
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